
BOTANICAL 

NAME

COMMON 

NAME

TYPE LIGHT SOIL WATER BLOOM TIME BLOOM 

COLOR

HEIGHT x 

SPREAD

SPECIAL 

FEATURES

GROWTH 

PATTERN

Actaea 

pachypoda alba

Doll's Eyes or 

White Baneberry

Perennial Shade Average, Rich Moderate, Moist April White 1'-2' easily grown 

from seed, 

white berries

accent plant

Ajuga Bugleweed Perennial Sun/Part Shade Sandy, Average, 

Clay

Moist, Dry June Blue or Purple 3" compact foliage green to 

purple, runners 

and rhizomes, 

easily divided, 

can be invasive

groundcover

Allium tricoccum Wild leek, Ramp Perennial Shade Average, Rich Moderate, Moist July White 6"-18" late winter, 

spring 4-10" 

green leaves: 

gone by 

flowering bulb

Amsonia 

tabernaemontan

a

Bluestar, 

Amsonia, Blue 

Dogbane

Perennial Sun/Part Shade all Moderate, Moist May Blue 3.5'

Anemone 

narcissifolia

Yellow  

Narcissus 

Anemone 

Perennial Sun/Part Shade Sandy, Average, 

Clay

Moist April White clumps propagation by 

pollination, self 

sterile

bulb, clump

Anemone 

virginiana

Thimbleweed, 

Tall Anemone

Perennial Sun Rocky Dry June White 20-30" name from fruit

Thalictrum 

thalictroides

Rue Anemone Perennial Shade Average Moderate, Dry Apr White 8" Divide Tubers

Aquilegia 

canadensis

Wild Columbine Perennial Sun/Part Shade Rocky Moderate, Dry May Red/Yellow 2'-3' Sow any 

Season, Easy 

to Propagate, 

Seeds need 

light to 

germinate

Arisaema 

dracontium

Green Dragon Perennial Shade Average Moderate May Green 3' x 12" Easily Divided 

and Easily 

Grown from 

Seeds, Unusual 

Blooms, Red 

Berries



Arisaema 

triphyllum

Jack-in-the-Pulpit Perennial Shade Average Moderate June Green 2.5' x 12" Red Berries, 

Unusual 

Blooms, Easily 

Divided and 

Easily Grown 

from Seeds

Asarum 

canadense

Wild Ginger Perennial Shade Average Moderate Apr Maroon 8" x 12" Ground Cover groundcover

Baptisia australis Blue False 

Indigo, Blue Wild 

Indigo

Perennial Sun Rich Moist May-June Blue, Purple 3'-5' pods spreading 

rhizomes

Blephilia hirsuta Hairy Wood-mint Perennial Sun/Part Shade Average Moist June White with 

purple

1.5'-3' Runners drifts

Campanula 

americana

Tall Bellflower Biennial Shade Average Moderate August Blue 3' x 12" Good Self 

Seeder

Campanula 

glomerata

Clustered 

Bellflower

Perennial Sun/Part Shade Average, Clay Moderate, Moist July Purple 18"-30" clumps

Cardamine 

douglasii

Purple Cress Perennial Shade Rich Moist April Pale purple or 

pink

5"-12"

Caulophyllum 

thalictroides

Blue cohosh Perennial Shade Rich Moist April Greenish-

yellow

1'-2' Blue berry-like 

seeds 

poisionous

accent plant

Chelone lyonii Turtlehead Perennial Part 

Shade/Shade

Rich Moist August Pink 2'-4' Rhizomes, May 

Self Seed

clumps

Chrysogonum 

virginianum

Green and Gold, 

Golden Knee, 

Golden Star

Perennial Sun/Part Shade  Average Well-drained April Yellow 6"-9" groundcover groundcover

Cimicifuga 

racemosa

Black Snakeroot, 

Black Cohosh

Perennial Shade/Part 

Shade

Rich, Rocky Moderate July White 4'-7' rhizome accent plant

Claytonia 

virginica

Spring Beauty Perennial Shade/Part 

Shade

Rich Moderate, Moist March, April White with 

pink

3"-6" corm woodland 

groundcover

Collinsia verna Blue-Eyed Mary Annual Part Shade Rich Moist April Blue and 

White

6"-18" self-seeds

Cypripedium 

pubescens

Yellow Lady-

Slipper, 

Moccasin-Flower

Perennial Shade Rich Moist May Yellow 1'-2' Yellow sac clumps

Delphinium 

tricorne

Spring Larkspur, 

Dwarf Larkspur

Perennial Shade/Part 

Shade

Average, Rich Moist, Dry April Purple or 

White

8"-18"



Dentaria 

laciniata

Cut-Leaf 

Toothwort

Perennial Shade Average, Rich Moist April White or Pink 8"-12" Start from 

rhizome

Dicentra 

canadensis

Squirrel Corn Perennial Shade Rich Moist April White 6"-10" Divide Tubers dormant 

shortly after 

bloomingDicentra 

cucullaria

Dutchman's 

Breeches

Perennial Shade Rich Moist April Cream with 

yellow

6"-12" Divide Tubers dormant 

shortly after 

bloomingDicentra eximia Wild Bleeding 

Heart, Turkey 

Corn

Perennial Sun/Part Shade Rich Moist June Pink 12"-18"

Disporum 

lanuginosum

Yellow Manderin, 

Yellow Fairy 

Bells

Perennial Shade Rich Moderate, Moist May Yellow-green 24"

Dodecatheon 

meadia

Shooting Star, 

Pride of Ohio

Perennial Shade/Part 

Shade

Rocky, Average, 

Rich

Moderate, Moist April White or 

Purple

10"-24" Seeds and 

Division of 

Rootstock

dormant 

shortly after 

blooming

Dyssodia thurberi Yellow composite Perennial Sun Rocky, Sandy Dry July Yellow 6"

Echinacea 

purpurea

Purple 

Coneflower 

Perennial Sun to Part 

Shade

Sandy, Average Dry, Moist July Purple, Pink 2'-3' Insect 

pollinated

drifts

Eranthis 

hyemalis

Winter Aconite Perennial Sun to Part 

Shade

Rocky, Average, 

Rich

Moist February Yellow 3"-5" Seeds and 

tubers

bulb, drifts

Erigenia bulbosa Harbinger of 

Spring

Annual, 

Perennial

Shade Rich Moist March White with 

Black

3"-6"

Erigeron 

philadelphicus

Philadelphia 

Fleabane

Biennial, 

Perennial

Sun/Part Shade Rocky, Average Moist, Moderate June Pale Purple or 

Pink

1.5'-2.5' Waste or 

disturbed sites

Erythronium 

albidum

White Trout Lily Perennial Shade to Part 

Shade

Rich, Rocky Moderate April White 6"-12" Corm bulb, drifts

Erythronium 

americana

Yellow Trout Lily Perennial Shade to Part 

Shade

all Moderate April Yellow  Corm bulb, drifts

Conoclinium 

coelestinum

Mistflower Perennial Part Shade Average, Rich Moderate, Moist, 

Wet

August Blue Violet 1'-3' Spreads rapidly 

and 

aggressively in 

garden soil, 

adaptable: also 

drought tolerant

drifts, difficult 

to establish

Eupatorium 

fistulosum

Joe Pye Weed Perennial Sun Average, Rich Moist July Purplish pink 5'-10'

Galanthus 

elwesii

Snowdrops Perennial Sun/Part Shade Rich Moist March White 5"-9" Bulbs need 

moisture



Geranium 

maculatum

Wild Geranium Perennial Shade Average Moderate April Pink 15" x 15" Spreads Easily, 

Seeds 

Catapulated, 

Rhizome 

Cuttings

drifts

Hamamelis vernalis

Witch hazel Perennial Sun/Part Shade  Average, Sandy, 

Rocky

Moist,Moderate, 

Dry

January Yellow or 

Orange

8'x8' Large shrub, 

Seed or Stem 

Cuttings

solitary

Helianthus 

divaricatus

Woodland 

Sunflower

Perennial Sun Average Dry July Yellow 2'-6' clumps

Helleboris 

orientalis

Hellebore Perennial Shade all Moderate March varied 18-20" Division, Self-

seeds 

Hepatica 

acutiloba

Liverwort, Liver 

Leaf, or Hepatica

Perennial Shade Rich, rocky north 

facing slopes

Moist April White, Pink, 

or Blue

4"-8" Seeds, Division clumps

Heuchera 

americana

Alumroot Perennial Shade/Part 

Shade

Rich Moderate July White 1.5'-3' Division, Root 

Cuttings Coral 

Bell 

groundcover

Heuchera villosa Hairy Alumroot Perennial Sun/Part Shade Rich Moderate August White 1'-2' Division, Root 

Cuttings Coral 

Bell 

dew-like 

groundcover

Hyacinthus 

orientalis

Hyacinth Sun/Part Shade Rich, Sandy Moist (growing), 

Dry

April Multi 8"-12" Bulbs, Plant in 

Clumps

clumps

Hydrangea 

arborescens

White Dome Shrub Sun/Part Shade Average Moist, Moderate June White 3'-5'x3'-4' solitary

Hydrastis 

canadensis

Goldenseal Perennial Shade Rich Moist April White 9" Red Berries, 

Endangered, 

Rhizome

small drifts

Hypericum 

perforatum

St. John's Wort Perennial Sun/Part Shade Average Moderate July Yellow 1'-2.5' Waste sites drifts

Impatiens 

capensis

Orange or 

Spotted 

Jewelweed

Annual Shade Rich Moist July  Orange 2'-5' Touch-Me-Not 

dew like 

healing sap

Impatiens 

pallida

Yellow or Pale 

Jewelweed

Annual Shade Rich Moist July Yellow 3'-6' Touch-Me-Not 

dew like 

healing sap

Iris cristata Crested Dwarf 

Blue Iris

Perennial Shade Gravel Moist May Blue 8" Easy Division 

of Rhizome

solitary

Enemion 

biternatum

False Rue 

Anemone

Perennial Shade/Part 

Shade

Rich Moist/Moderate April White 8"-16" Groundcover groundcover, 

drifts

Jeffersonia 

diphylla

Twinleaf Perennial Shade Rich May White 18" Divide Clumps, 

one day bloom

clumps



Lobelia 

cardinalis

Cardinal Flower Perennial Sun/Part Shade Rich Moist July Red 18" Some Sun solitary

Lobelia 

syphilitica

Great Blue 

Lobelia

Perennial Part Shade Average Moist July Blue 18" Some Sun drifts when 

moist

Lycoris 

squamigera

Naked lady, 

Resurrection Lily

Perennial Sun/Part Shade Sandy, Clay Moderate August Pink and 

Purple

2' Bulb clumps

Mertensia 

virginica

Virginia 

Bluebells, 

Virginia Cowslip

Perennial Shade Rich, Rocky Moist April Blue with Pink 1'-2.5' Easily Grown 

form Seeds, 

Rhizome 

Cuttings

dormant 

shortly after 

blooming, 

large drifts

Mertensia 

virginica alba

White Bluebells Perennial Shade Rich Moist April White 1'-2.5' dormant 

shortly after 

blooming, 

large driftsMonarda didyma Scarlet Beebalm Perennial Sun/Part Shade All-well drained Moderate July Red 1.5'-3' Clusters clusters

Monarda 

fistulosa

Bergamot Perennial Sun/Part Shade All-well drained Moderate July Pale Purple, 

Pink 

3' Grows easily 

from seed

Oenothera 

fruticosa

Sundrops Perennial Sun Average Moderate May/June Yellow 18" x 12" Spreads Easily groundcover

Penstemon 

digitalis

Bearded 

Psenstemon, 

Foxglove Beard 

Tongue, 

Perennial Sun/Shade Average Dry, Moderate June White 3'-5'x1.5'-2' Clumps clumps

Phacelia purshii Miami Mist Hardy Annual SemiShade Average Wet April Blue (light 

purple)

10" x 6" Good Self 

Seeder

drifts

Phlox divaricata Wild Blue Phlox Perennial Shade Rich Moist April Blue 10" Reseeds, Stem 

Cuttings, Easily 

Divided

groundcover

Phlox 

paniculata

Tall Garden 

Phlox

Perennial sun?/shade Average Moderate July Multi 2'-3' drifts

Physostegia 

virginiana

Obedient Plant Perennial SemiShade Average Moderate Sept Pink 2.5" x 12" Some Sun spreads 

aggressively

Phytolacca 

americana

Pokeweed, 

Pokeberry

Perennial Sun/Part Shade Average Moderate July White 4'-9' Waste sites, 

dark berries

accent plant

Podophyllum 

peltatum

May Apple Perennial Shade, Sun Average Moderate April White 

withYellow

18"  Rhizomes drifts

Polemonium 

reptans

Jacob's Ladder, 

Greek Valerian

Perennial Shade Rich Moist April Blue 12" Seeds, Easily 

Divided

clumps



Polygonatum 

odoratum 

biflorum

Solomon's Seal, 

varigated

Perennial Shade/Part 

Shade

Rich Moist, Moderate Apri/May White 2' Easily Grown 

from Seed, 

Rhizome 

Division

Primula Primrose Perennial Shade/Part 

Shade

Average Moderate April Yellow 10" root division

Pulmonaria Lungwort "Mrs. 

Moon"

Perennial Moist April

Rudbeckia hirta Black-Eyed 

Susan

 Biennial Sun Average, Rocky Moderate, Dry July Yellow 1'-2.5' Easily grows 

from seed, 

Waste sites

drifts

Rudbeckia 

triloba

Brown-Eyed 

Susan

Perennial Sun/Part Shade Average Moderate, Moist July Yellow 2'-4' Easily grow 

from seed

drifts

Ruellia Wild Petunia Perennial Shade Average Moderate June Purple 12" sporadic solitary

Sanguinaria 

canadensis

Bloodroot Perennial Shade Rich Moist April White with 

yellow

15" short-lived, one 

day bloom

Sanguinaria 

canadensis 

multiplex

Bloodroot, double Biennial Shade Rich Moist April double flower 15" must be divided 

every 3-5 yrs

clumps

Sedum ternatum Woodland 

Stonecrop

Perennial Part 

Shade/Shade

Rich, Rocky Moist. Dry April White 4"-6" Easily Divided, 

Groundcover, 

creeps

groundcover

Senecio aureus Golden Ragwort Perennial Sun/Part Shade Average Moderate April Yellow 1'-2.5' fields

Silene virginica Fire Pink Perennial Sun/Part Shade Rich, Rocky Moist June Dark Pink 1'-2' solitary

Silphium 

perfoliatum

Cup Plant Perennial Part Shade Rich, Average Moist August Yellow 6'-8' deer like clumps

Smilacina 

racemosa

Solomon's 

Plume, False 

Solomon's Seal

Perennial Shade Rich Moist May White 1.5'-3' Seed, Easily 

Divided 

Rhizomes, Red 

Berries

clumps

Spanish 

scilla(Hyacintho

ides hispanica)

Spanish 

Bluebells

Perennial Shade/Part 

Shade

All, if drained Moderate, Dry April Blue Clumps, bulbs clumps

Spigelia 

marilandica

Indian Pink Perennial Shade/Part 

Shade

Rich Moist June Scarlet, 

Yellow

1'-2' accent plant

Staphylea trifolia Bladder Nut Shrub Shade/Part 

Shade

Rich Moist May White seeds in paper-

like pods

spreads by 

stolon

Stylophorum 

diphyllum

Celandine 

Poppy, Wood 

Poppy

Perennial Shade Average Moist April Yellow 10"-18" Easily Grown 

from Seed 

blooms all 

summer when 

deadheaded



Thalictrum 

diocum

Early Meadow 

Rue

Perennial Shade Rich Moist April Greenish-

white

1'-2' Wind 

dependent for 

pollination, 

clumps

clumps

Thistle(Cirsium 

vulgare?)

Thistle Biennial Sun Average Moderate July Purple 3'-5' Waste sites

Tiarella cordifolia Foamflower Perennial Shade Rich Moist April White 6"-12" Sow Any 

Season/divide 

clumps

clumps

Tradescantia 

virginiana

Spiderwort - 

Common

Perennial SemiShade Average Moderate June Blue 3' x 12" Forms Large 

Clumps

clumps

Trillium cernuum Nodding Trillium Perennial Shade Rich Moist April White 8"-16" Flower below 

leaves

Trillium 

grandiflorum

Great White 

Trillium

Perennial Shade Rich Moist April White 8"-18" Difficult to 

Propagate, 

Seeds, 

Rhizomes  ??

drifts

Trillium luteum Yellow Trillium Perennial Shade Rich Moist April Yellow 8"-18"

Trillium 

recurvatum

PrairieTrillium Perennial Shade Rich Moist April Maroon 6"-16"

Trillium sessile Toad Shade Perennial Shade, Part 

Shade

Rich Moist April Maroon or 

yellow-green

4"-10" Slight decaying 

odor to attract 

flies and bees 

to pollinate

drifts

Trillium 

cuneatum

Sweet Betsy Perennial Shade Rich Moist April Maroon 8"-18"

Uvularia 

perfoliata

Merrybells,  

Bellwort

Perennial Shade Rich Moist,Dry May Yellow 18” Easily Divided, 

Seeds

clumps

Verbascum 

thapsus

Wooly Mullein Biennial Sun Average July Yellow 3'-6' Waste or 

disturbed sites

accent plant

Viburnum not in garden April white 4-20'?

Viola sororia 

rubra

Red Violet Perennial Shade Rich Moderate April Red 6" Easily Divided

Viola sororia x 

confederate

Confederate 

Violet 

Perennial Part Shade Average Moderate April White, Blue 6" Easily Divided, 

Self-seeds

drifts

Viola sororia x 

freckles

Freckles Violet Perennial Part Shade Average Moderate April White, Blue 6" Easily Divided, 

Self-seeds

drifts

Viola sororia x 

labridorica

Labrador Violet Perennial Shade Rich Moist April Purple 5"

Viola pubescens Yellow Violet Perennial Part Shade Average Moderate April Yellow 6" Self-seeds solitary



Viola sororia var. 

sororia

Violet Perennial Sun, Part Shade, 

Shade

All Moist, well 

drained

April Violet, White, 

Blue

4"-8" offsets, 

division, seed

groundcover

Zizia aurea

Golden 

Alexander Perennial

Sun

Rich

Moderate, Dry May

Yellow

1'-2'


